THE GOSPEL TRUMPET 


a See 



























a Z 4 
Sah 46 ! Sk. % 
ae. a OO 


a 2 sas a. _ . ta oo , 
PUBLISHED BY SAUL & MOSES M. HENKLE: 


Bow xe Tux PRuMPET IN Zi0N.—-Joel. 2s, A. 

Anp [ saw anoTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE MIDST OF IlFavEN 
HAVING THE EVERLASTING GosPEL To PhBaca.—Rev. xiv. 6, 
THE worp was Gop —John. 









































[Vou, El.] Dayron, O—May. 1823. [| No. 5.] 
Ls en a er 
DIVINITY 


Exiract from Rev. J. Bunting’s sermon onjustification by faith. 

A friend in Baltimore has favored us with a copy of Mr. Bunting’s 
sermon on ‘justification by faith, delivered at Leeds, England. We 
consider this the most explicit. and Satisfactory sermon we have seen 
on this important subject. After an ingenious and appropriate intro- 
duction, the learned author proceeds to show, Ist. The nature of 
justification; 2nd, The immediate results of it, and 3d. Its appointed 
method. Under this last head, the author States, that to have a coai- 
plete view of the appointed method of justification, it 1s necessary to 
consider the Originating, the Meritortous, and the Instrumental cause 
ofour Justification: The first or Originating cause, is the love of 
God towards fallen Man: The second, or Meritorious cause, 1s the 
atonement of Jesus Christ: The third or Instrumental cause of our 
justification, is faith, On this sub-division of his discourse we shal! 
give the author’s excellent remarks. Ed. 


The Instrumental Cause of justification.—The merit of 
the blood of Jesus does not operate necessarily, so as to 
produce our pardon as an immediate and unavoidable ef- 
fect, but through the instrumentality of Fath. 

The faith by which we are justified is present faith; 
faith.actually existing and exercised. We are not justifi- 
ed by to-m orrow’s faith foreseen; for that would lead to 
the antinomian notion of Justification from eternity; a no- 
tion which to mention is to confute. We are not justified 
by yesterday’s ‘aith recorded or remembered; for that 
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would imply the opinion, that Justification is irreversible; 
an opinion which I have already assigned some of our 
reasons for rejecting. The Justification offered in the 
scriptures is a Justification upon beliewng, and in which 
‘we are never savingly interested until we believe, and on- 
ly so long as we continue to believe. On all unbelievers 
the wrath of God abides.. The atonement of Jesus was 
‘indeed accepted, as from him, at the time when it was of- 
fered; but it is not accepted, as for us, to our individual 
justification, until we individually believe, nor after we 
cease to believe. 
~ The Objecé of justifying faith may be inferred from 
what has been before said, as to the originating and meri- 
torious causes of Justification. It has respect, in general, 
to all that Christ is set forth in the gospel as doing. and 
suffering, by the gracious appointment of the Father, in 
order to our redemption and pardon. But it has respect, 
in particular, tothe atoning sacrifice of Christ, as it is exs 
hibited by divine authority, in the scriptures, and as at- 
tested to be acceptable and sufficient by his resurrection 
from the dead, and his mediatorial exhaltation at the right 
hand of God. 
‘The Acts or exercises of this faith seem to be three: or 
rather, that faith,'which is required in order to our Justifi- 
cation; 1s a complex act of the miad, which includes 


three distinct but concurrent exertions of its powers. I¢ 
includes, 


1. The assent of the understanding to the truth of the 
testimony of God in the gospel; and especially/to that part 
of it, which concerns the design and efficacy of the death 
of Jesus as a sacrifice for sin. 

2. The consent of the will and affections to. this plan 
of salvation, such an approbation andychoice of it, as im- 
plies a renunciation of every. other refuge, and a stead 
and decided preference of this. Unbeliefis called a idis* 
allowing of the foundation laid in Zion; whereas faith in- 
cludes a hearty allowance of it, and a thankful acquies- 
cence in God’s revealed method of forgiveness. | 


» 3. From this assent of the enlightened understanding, 
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and consent of the rectified will, to the evangelical. testi- 
mony concerning Christ crucified, results the third thing, 
which I suppose to be implied in justifying faith: namely, 
actual trust in the Saviour, and personal apprehension of 
his merits. When, under the promised leading and in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, the penitent sinner thus confi- 
dently relies, and mdividually lays hold, on Christ, then 
the work of justifying faith is complete; then, and not till 
then, we are immediately justified. 

On the whole, may it not be said, that the faith, to 
which the privilege of Justification is annexed, is such a 
belief of the gospel, by the power of the Spirit of God, as 
Ieadsus to come to Christ, to receive Christ, to trust in 
Christ, and tocommit the keeping of our souls into his 
hands, in humble confidence of his power and will to save 
us 2?—It will reacily occur to you, that the several expres- 
sions, which I have just used, are all employed in holy 
scripture as synonymous with that believing which is unto. 
tighteousness. (John. i. 12. Mat. xi. 28. Ephes, i. 12, 2. 
Tim. i. 12.) 

I have not now, been describing, as you must have 


- perceived, the full and mature faith of an established 


christian; of one already justified, and blessed with the In- 
dwelling Spirit;— but the introductory faith of a man who 
comes to God by Christ, wz order to be so justified and 
blessed. ‘This faith at first receives and trusts in Jesus, as 
the Saviour through whom, and with whom, a pardon is to 
be obtained. The persuasion felt by an individual, that 
his sin is actually forgiven, and that he is actually justified, 
is, aS’ we believe, one of the ordinary and immediate re- 
sults of Justification, in the manner already stated, but 
not of the formal and abstract nature of that faith, by 
which he is justified * 









*This distinction it seems necessary to make, koth for the sake of © 
accUpacy, and in order to guard against the absurdity, which it 1s 
sometimes attempted to fix upon us; namely, that of teaching, “that, 


we must have our saving interest in Christ revealed:to us, before we. 
can believe; and yet must believe before it can be revealed to ns.”— 
Such teaching would imply, either that our justification is made tog» 
depend on the revelation of a lie, or else, that a person may be jns- 
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From the foregoing account.of. the method of our Justi- 
fication, we are warranted in,deducing several very im- 
portant inferences. 


1. We are not justified, in whole or in part, by the 


tified while yet an unbeliever. But while] disclaim any such con- 
tradictory view of the nature of justifying faith, I freely avow that, 
in our judgment, a persuasion, more gr Jess confident according to 
circumstances, not of future and final salvation, but of present absolu- 
tion from wrath, is closely connected, in the way of gracious conse- 
quence, with that act of personal trust in Christ, which bas been al- 
ready explained. ‘To me it also appears, that the interval, between 
dur full and}urireserved acceptance of Christ, and the Spinit’s com- 
fortable witness that God for Christ’s sake now accepts of us, is ordi- 
narily so small, as to be scarcely the subject of our own perception 
or observation at the time. Hence, the distinction which has given 
occasion te this note, however important in the eye of a theologian, 
may very naturally come to be overlooked, in the free and unstudied 
communications "of experienced Christians with each other, That- 
verbal inaccuracy, which arises, either from their not being in the . 
habit of analyzing their religious feelings with critical exactness, or 
from their use of the term faith in a sense so wide as to include some 
of its fruits and consequences, should not expose them to the severity 
of ceusure, which has sometimes beeninflicted. Perhaps they cen- 
surers, after all, have less objection to the loose generality of their 
expressions, than to the clear, assured, and decidedly joyous charac- 
ter of their christian confidence itself. If it be only affirmed, that a 
persuasion of individual forgiveness is not of the simple essence of jus- 
tifying faith, 1, for one, readily accede to the position. But if this 
position be extended, s0 as to assert, that such a persuasion is not, in. 
ordinary cases, a blessing annexed to faith, and immediately result- 
ing, according to the promises of the Gospel, from the perfect act and 
exercise of faith; then | am constrained to view it, both as inconsis- 
tent with matter of fact, and as calculated, though not intended, to re- 
duce the privileges of christian believers to a measure of enjoyment 
very far short indeed of that, to which the standard ofthe New Tes- 
tament authorizes and requires them toaspire. For the purpose of 
convenience and precision in argument, it may be allowable and ne- 
cessaty to consider Faith abstractedly from its immediate fruits; but, 
iu actual experience, such aseparation is impossible. Nor are the 
_ external of more importance than the ingrual fruits. of faith, among 
‘which latter, let it be remembered, we are taught to enumerate 

and j Joy in believing. (Rom. xv. 13.) And does not the existent of of 
‘peace and joy, where once there was a painfu! conviction of sin, and, 
a tormenting apprehension of deserved wrath, imply some prevailing 
degree, at least, of satisfaction and comfortable evidence, as to our pre- 


* sent interest in ‘Christ, and filial relation to God? 
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iuerit Of our own works, whether past, present, or future, 
Justification by faith in the merits of Christ, 1s directly 
opposed to Justification by what some have called our 
“Sincere, though imperfect Obedience.” The ground 
of our pardon, we have seen, is the alonement made for 
our sins; atonement effected, not by our obedience, how- 
ever sincere, but by the blood of Jesus. As no obedience 
which we have rendered, or can render, comes up to the 
full and righteous requisitions of the Law of Innocence; 
by that law we canneyer be justified. ‘We are account- 
ed righteous before God,” says the Church of England, 
in her eleventh arézcle, ‘only for the merit of our Lord Je 
sus Christ, by Faith; not for our own works and desery- 
ings.” 

2. Our repentance is neither the meritorious cause, nor 
the immediate instrument of our Justification. For al- 
though no man is justified without repenting, yet it is e- 
qually true that none is justified merely for or by his re- 
pentance. Repentance makes no atonement for sin; and 
therefore cannot be allowed to supersede the blood of Je- 
sus. Neither does repentance, simply considered, as im- 
plying conviction of sin, and sucha sorrow for it as pro- 
duces hatred to it,’secure to us any personal and justifying 
interest in the atonement of the Son of God. This is the 
immediate office of Faith only. It seems impossible to 
maintain, that every penitent, as such, is already patdon- 
ed, without admitting the principle, that God is obiiged, 
by the mercy which is essential to his nature, to forgive 
sin, as soon as ever it is acknowledged and lamented; a 
principle which would utterly subvert the whole doctrine 
of atonement, but which, I think, is as extravagantly un- 
reasonable, in point of theory, as it appears from the 
Scriptures to be unfounded, in point of fact. If certain 
passages of the New-T'estament connect pardon with re- 
pentance, the connection, there asserted, is rather remote 
than Immediate; and repentance must, in such texts, be 
considered as leading to and terminating in the faith ofthe 
Gospel, before it can be crowned with remission ‘of sins. 
Af it be only for the sake of the atonement made by Jesus 
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Christ, that God justifies us, he fitly and righteously re- 
quires from us, in order to our justification, a distinct re- 
cognition and cordial reception of that atonement. Now 
thus to recognize and receive the atonement, is in no sense 
the province of repentance, but the work of Faith. It is 
“in Christ” that God is reconciling the world unto him- 
self. In order, therefore, to be reconciled, we must meeé 
‘um in his Son; and this we never do, until to “‘Repent- 
ance towards God,” by which we confess, deplore, and 
renounce sin, we add that “‘Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
by which we accept and claim him as our Saviour. 


3. The Hoty Sprrit’s work of regeneration and sanc- 
tification is not the previous condition of our free Justifica- 
tion. For in that case, we should be saved, without 
first receiving the Saviour; which is a contradiction in 
terms. If you wait to be made habitually holy, before 
you claim an interest in Christ, you may wait to eternity 
in. vain. ‘The work of pardon for you, must precede the 
work of purification in you. It has, under a foregoing top- 
ic of discourse, been stated, that Justification and sancti- 
fication are distinct in their nature; and the object of the 
presentremark is to remind you, that the former must 
necessarily be previous to the latter, and, in that sense in- 
dependent on it; though it be always subsequently connect- 
ed with the enjoyment of prevatling purity. Under the 
legal économy, in the cleansing of a leper, blood was first 
to be used, and then oil. The oil was on the blood; not 
the blood on the oil. (Levit: xiv.) And in order to 
your salvation, you must first experience “the sprinklin; 
of the blood of Jesus;” and then you shall be blessed with 
“the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 


4. Our Justification isnot by the merit of Faith itself; 
but only by faith, as that which embraces and appropri- 
ates the merits of Chris There are some, who talk in- 
deed of being justified by faith, but whose way of ex- 
plaining faith is such, as to prove that their system is 
nothing better, in fact, than a refined mode of Justification 
by works, Faith, lcontend, does not justify us, because 
God foresees that it will produce good works, or because 
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ds ithas been said, ‘‘it contains potentially and seminall y 
all graces and virtues;” but simply because it apprehends 
and accepts the’ atonement of Jesus. Itis true that “Faith 
is counted to.us for righteousness; but notsin the same 
sense, in which “Christ is made of God unto us righteous- 
ness;’’ that is, as the meritorious cause of it. When God 
imputes faith for righteousness, he has respect, not to the 
worthiness or excellency of faith, butto the worthiness & 
excellency of that Divine Redeemer, on whom our faith 
terminates; just as when we say, that a pauper lives dy 
begging, we mean that he subsists upon what he obtains 
by his begging. This cannot be better expressed, than 
in the language of the Church of England, in her admira- 
ble Homily on the Salvation of Mankind. “Saint Paut 
declareth nothing upon the behalf of man, concerning his 
justification, but only a true and lively faith; which never- 
theless is the gift of God, and not man’s only work, with- 
outGod. And yet that faith doth not shut out repent- 
ance, hope, love, dread, and the fear of God, to be joined 
with faith in every man that ts justified; but it shutteth 
them out from the office of justifying. So that although 
they be all present together in him that is justified, yet they 
justify not all together.” 





a ae 
FOR THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. 
BIOGRAPHY. 


The affliction, conversion, and death of Charles Bruce. 


* Charles Bruce was son of Garland Bruce, Miami county, Ohio. In 
the year 1818 a lump appeared on his right arm, about the size of a 
hazel nut, and continued to grow, until in 1821 it was the size of a 
hen egg, when by a fall he got it hurt, after which it grew in four 
months to be as largeas acommon tincup. He wasthentakento a 
Doctor who concluded that no cure could be effected but by cutting 
out the protuberance, ‘Two Surgeons were then called in, who per- 
formed the painful operation. But when it began to heal, it grew 
so rapidly that in two and a half months it was as large as a small hat, 
was a running sore, of very offensive smell, and himself reduced to a 
skeleton! His father, deeply solicitious for his recovery, but more 
so for his tfiamphant escape from the world, advised him that his life 
could only be saved by amputating the limb, and that possibly he 
might not survive that painfuPoperation; he besought.him therefore, 
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with the feelings of a father and the tenderer sympathies inspired by 
the religion of hisGed, to seek the Lord in the remissiomof his sins. 
die thought he could not bear the pain of amputation, but was deep- 
ly engaged to obtain a preparation to meet serenely the worst of its 
possible consequences. Iq two weeks he consented to undergo the 
operation, ‘The Surgeong were called in for this purpose, on the 
27th of Mafch 1822. The operation was commenced, and progress- 
ed until it was about half through—he sank—“he is gone!” cried the 
alarmed spectators; for he seemed to sink in the cold arms of death! 
A moment of awful suspense succeedéd! Now fear suggested that the 
spirit had fled, and that it was too late for an anxious parent to say 
“Lord receive the tremblingspirit!” Now, at a reviving symptom, 
hope lightened the eyes, iat anced about the heart! The fearfu! 
suspense isover! In two minutes Charles Bruce fully revives! and 
revives renewed by grace, and born of God! He revives, not to 
groan under his pain, but rapturously exclaims, “blessed be the name 
of the Lord!” Nothing is said, or thought, or felt of the pain of am- 
putation; which is completed in the midst of the most cheerful prai- 
ses and joyful acclamations of the new barn Charles Bruce, On the 
fourth day a mortification took place, which was viewed by Physi- 
cian and spectators, as the dreadful harbinger of quick dissolution, 
but Charles steadily declared that God would raise him up again?— 
On the fifth day after amputation many came to see him, he request- 
ed them to sing and pray with him; and during the exercise the Lord 
abundantly blessec his soul, insomuch that he shouted the praise oi 
God aloud! On the next.morning the progress of the .mortification 
was checked. From that time he mended fast, until his arm was 
entirely sound. He then enjoyed health until the succeeding 
fall, when he was taken with a difficulty of breathing, a hard cough 
and pain in his breast, which for six weeks prevented ‘him from ta- 
king rest in bed; but his soul, in all his afflictions, was filled with the 
fullness of God. 


On the morning of the ist of February, being very ill, he desired 
to be laid on a bed, but could not lie: he exclaiméd ““O Jesus! if it 
were thy will to taxe me home, [should be done suffering, and my 
weary soul would be eternally at rest!” His fait’ was. strong, his 
hope unshaken and his comfort ‘abounded as the waves of the sea.”— 
On the same morning he was taken with a cramp in his breast so vi- 
olently that the neighbours were called to witness his exit. He was 
speechless for a time, but recovering alittle, he said, “I shall soon 
be in glory, and dwell and shout with angels;” and earnestly exhort- 
ed them allto prepare to meet him in heaven. Through all that day 
and night,and next day, his cup of happiness was full to overflowing. 
The night before his death he was ih great pain and agony, and at 
times speechless; but when revived, he would tell how God was with 
him in his pain and misery. The morning before his departure, he 
was taken with another of his cramp fits, which was the eighth; and 


when a little recovered, he desired all present to be called in; which 
ta a a 
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was done. He then said, “I am going to leave you ali: I have been 
thinking I would have ninéer ten of these spells, and then go: the 
will of the Lord will shortly be done.” Then with calm. composure, 
& he shoek hands with all present—bade them farewell, for eternity ; 
exhorted them to meet him int everlasting glory! He then said “J 
am now ready te go, and to shout victory through the deep valley of 
‘ death!* “Glory toGod!”? “Welcome! welcomedeath!” “O sweet 

Jesus!” [He then prayed for all present, and desired to be laid on the 
bed: it was done; but before they could get him placed as he wished 
on the bed, he sweetly fell asleep in the arms of Jesus, onthe Sthof § 
Féb. 1823,in the 18th year of his age. 

O who can tell a Saviour’s worth, 

Or speak of grace’s power, 

Or benefits of.the new birth, 

In a departing Lour! 


Sure Gabriel’s tongue canaot it tell, 
* Nor all who sing on high; 
Yet on that, pleasing theme Ill dwell, | 
‘{'o all ETERNITY. R. W. I. 
UNITARIANISM CONSIDERED. 
Strictures on Campbell's ‘Address to professed Christians.” 
~ (Continued from page 46.) ' 

“Mr. Campbell proceeds to ask, ‘does not Christ declare 
that his Father is the Almighty? Mark, 14. 36. «Abba 
¥ather, all things are possible with Thee.” We very 
readily admit that this passage proves the Qmnpotence 
of the Father; but this is only proving what we do not de- 
ny. Now, if such passages prove the Omnipotence of the 
Father, to the exclusion of Christ, we can readily prove 
the Ommpotence of Christ to the exclusion of the Father. 
‘‘He (Christ) is the most mighty.” Ps 45.3. ‘He is 
. the Mighty God.” Isa.9. 6G. ‘He has all power in 
* heaven and in earth.”? Matt. 28.18. ‘He is, and was, 
andis to come, the Almighty.” Rev. 1.8. Here then, 
we have more positively proved the Almighty power of 
Christ, than you have that of the Father. Now we do 
think, that you are obliged either to admit the union of 
Father and Son, in ‘Trinitarian sense, or deny the Om- 
e nipotence of the Father. Most certainly, a union like 
that held by Trinitarians, must subsist between the Fath- 
er and the Son, ar else pepe: quoted by Mr. C. and 
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those quoted by us positively contradict one another, ta 
short, deny our doctrine, and the texts on either the one 
or other side must be false? On our plan we are free from 
these contradictions. But it is evident that Mr. C’ssys- 
tem involves the most glaring Gontradictions, which ever 
were heard or thought of; therefore we wish him to apply 
his third grand Axiom, (which was'‘made for our destruc- 
tion,) viz: ‘A religion that is contradictory ‘cannot have 
come from God,” and I defy the world clearly to say, he 
has not condemned himself by his own Axiom; or, in 
other words, “he has‘fallen into'the pit which he had dig. 
ged for us.” E¢. 
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From the Boston Recorder, 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

The sixth annual meeting was held in the ‘Capitol, 
Washington city, Feb. 20th, 1823. Gen. Charles F. 
Mercer was called to the chair, and the annual report was 
read by the Agent, Mr. Gurley. 


The thanks of the Society were given to the Managers 


-4nd Officers; to the President and Officers of the Massa- 


chusetts Society; toGov. C. M’Carthy, and other gentle- 


_men at Sierra Leone, for their kind attention to the Socie- 


ty’s Agent’and the Colonists; and to Dr. Eli Ayres, for 
services rendered on the coast of Africa, 

The Officers of the Society are, the President, Hon. 
Bushrod Washington; seventeen Vice Presidents; twelve 
Managers; EK. B. Caldwell, Esq. Secretary; Richard 
Smith, Esq. ‘Treasurer; Ralph R. Gurley, Agent. 

The Report expresses the opinion, that at no time, 
since theinstitution of the Society, have its friends been 
sO Numerous as at present, nor public opinion so favorable 
to the object. 

' There are now in Africa about 130 settlers, occupying 
the most advantageous situation on the whole coast. A 
town has been commenced ona regular plan; comforta- 
ble houses constructed; and works thrown up for defence 
against the Barbarian powers. The natives are general- 
ly amicable. The harbor, with small expense, may be 
rendered excellent. ‘The soil isrich and productive, The 
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Yands.are easily cleared and cultivated. Astrong desire 
- tofbecome acquainted with our language, and the arts of 


civilized life, extensively prevails among the African 
tribes, and yields no small encouragement to persevering 
efforts, Several African youths have been permitted to 
reside in the Colony, for the purpose of receiving Instruc- 
tion, and application has been made in behalf of many 
more, who could not be received in the existing state of 
things. Negociations for tradé have been entered into 
with several tribes, 

There is a daily increasing disposition among the free 
blacks in this country, to emigrate ( > Africa; and the pros- 
pect is, that they will soon fit out vessels for the purpose 
at their own. expense. ‘There is evidence also of the 
justness of the opinion, expressed in former reports, that’ 


many proprietors-of slaves will emancipate them, and aid" 


in their transfer to Africa, as.soonas the Colony shall be 
prepared for their reception. 

The Report states that several highly respectable indi- 
viduals.contemplate forming an Institution which may re-— 
celve under its patronage colored youths destined for the 
Colony, andimpart to them a knowledge of agriculture and 
the useful arts; educating them in sucha nianner as best 
to insure their industry, economy, subordination and re- 
ligion, 

Notwithstanding the great extent to which the slave- 
trade is yet carried on, the events of the past year confirm 
the Board in the belief that it will soon cease. **The e- 
normities of the traffic, have aroused the indignation gf 


Christian nations, and they will suppress it.” 
a 


TENACITY OF LIFE IN INSECTS. 

Mr. Beddome, chemist, of Tooly-street, Southwark, 
relates the’ following singular circumstance:—“I had 
purchased 20 large hives, and a hogshead of Dutch ho- 
ney in the natural state, not separated from the wax,. 
which had been in my friend’s warehouse above a year;. 
and, after emptying my hives as well as I could, I boiled 
them for a considerable time in water, to obtain what. 
honey remained between the interstices. A considera- 
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ble number of bees that had been mixed with the honey, | 
were floating on the surface of the water, and these I 
skimmed off, and placed on the flag-stones outside my 
laboratoty, which was at the top of the house, and then 
exposed to a July meridian sun. You may imagine my 
astonishment when, in half an hour I saw scores of these 
same bees that had been for months in a state of suffoca- 
tion, and then well boiled, gradually come to life and fly 
away! There were so many of them that I closed the 
door, fearing they might be disposed to return, and pun- 
ish fine for the barbarous usage they had received at my 
hands.” 

The wonderful vitality of insects has often been re- 
marked by Naturalists. ‘They live, it is stated, when 
deprived of their heads or intestines; some will exist in 
alcohol; others will bear to be frozen as hard as stone,. 
and yet revive; one species is found to inhabit boiling 
springs.” Surely “the Bible of Nature,” to borrow the 
somewhat insidious expression of an Arch-infidel, must 
be allowed to have its mysteries, as explicable by us as: 
any that are contained in the Bible of Revelation. We 
have been agreeably surprised, on finding from a late 
number of a publication, notorious for its sneers at Chris- 
tianity, that the facts specified in this article have una- 
wares extorted from one of its writers so much of hom- 
age to truth, as is implied in the following remarks; 

“Such a miraculous suspension of the faculties of life 
baffles our philosophy, and leaves us to admire that hid- 
den economy of nature, in her most minute productions, 
which we must despair ever to understand.’ —Lon. Meth. 
Mag. ; 

pening 
HUME’S OPINION OF WHITEFIELD. 

An intimate friend of the infidel Hume, asked him 
what he thought of Mr. Whitefield’s preaching; as he 
had listened to the latter part of one of his sermons at 
Edinburgh. “He is, sir,” said Mr. Hume, “the most in- 
genious preacher I ever heard. It is worth while to go 
‘wenty miles tohear him. He then repeated the follow- 
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ing passage “which he heard, towards the close of that 
discourse: “After a solemn pause, Mr. Whitefield thus 
addressed his numerous audience:—*The attendant. an- 
gel is just about to leave the threshold, and ascend to 
heaven. And shall he ascead and not bear with him the 
news of one sinner, among all this multitude, reclaimed 
from the error of his ways 2’ To give theigreater effect 
to this exclamation he stamped with his foot, lifted up 
his hands and eyes to heaven, and with eushing tears, 
cried aloud, ‘Stop, Gabriel! Stop, Gabriel! Stop, ere 
you enter the sacred portals, and yet carry with you the 
news of one sinner converted to God.’ He then, in the 
most simple, but energetic language, described what he 
called a Saviour’s dying love to sinful man; so that al- 
most the whole assembly melted into tears. This ad- 
dress was accompanied with such animated, yet natural 
action, that it surpassed any thing I ever saw or heard in 
any other preacher.” 

Happy had it been for poor Hume had he then re- 
ceived what he then heard “as the word of God, and not 


as the word of man!”-—~Seymour’s Life of Whitefield. 





RELIGIOUS SUMMARY, 


The London Jews Society, have a Seminary established on the 
borders of Stanstead Park, Sussex, for the education of Missionaries. 
The Rev. Mr, Chapin of Woodstock, Vt. is preparing for publica- 
tion, a Gazetteer of the various Protestant Missionary Stations. It 
will contain more than 300 duodecimo pages,—price in boards, 87 cts. 
Such a work cannot fail to be interesting to the friends of Missions, 
and ought to meet with liberal encouragement .: ~— A London Baptist 
Magazine states the number of Calvinistic Baptist Churches in Eng 
jand, to be 692.—A Society has been recently formed in London, c all. 
ed “The British and Irish Ladies Society,”under very high patron- 
age, for the purpose of furnishing the female poor of Ireland with ne- 
cessary Clothing.—The Vermont Juvenile Missionary Society receiv- 
ed $299, 64, from Nov. 1822, to Feb. 1823.—A considerable ‘revival 
of religion is said to have taken place in Boston, Mass. [tis still pro- 
gressing.—In January, the managers of the American® Bible Seciety: 
made agrant of $1,000 to aid the Missionaries at Serampore, in the 
translation and distribntion of the Scriptures. Also, 500 dollars for the 
purchase of Bibles in the ‘Tamul language, to be distributed by the 
Missionaries in Ceylon, for the use of the people who speak that lan- 
guage.— In New-York, there are 83 Churches and Chapels, viz: 





78 HE GOSPEL TRUMPET. 


Episcopalian, 15—Presbyterian,15 —Methodist, 11—Dutch Reform. - 
mi 9 ——Anabaptist, 8—Associate-Reformed, 5—Other denominations, 
20—Total, 83.—Churches in Philadelphia ~March, 1823. Methodist,- 
.144—Presbyterian, 13—-Episcopalian, 10—Baptist, 8-—-Friends, 5— 
Roman Catholic 4—Keformed Dutch, 2—Lutheran, 2—German Pres- 
‘byterian, 2—Other denominations, 20—total, 80.—From Zion’s Her- 
ald we learn, that in Feb. last a very promising revival of religion 
commenced in Farr Haven and the neighbouring parts, which ts very 
flourishing, and promises great and extensive good.--A Detroit paper. 
of March 7th, states that a MS. volume of between 3 and 400 pages, 
was discovered in that place lately. This book is ina tolerable state! 
of preservation—It is written neither in Hebrew, Greek nor Saxony, 
and as yet it remains an entire mystery to all who have seen it. 


~— atte 
REVIVAL. 


“God in his unbounded goodness has been pleased to 
pour out his Spirit, and revive his work in a wonderful 
manner in Coventry. It began last August in the North 
Parish, and has been increasing almost ever since. The 
number of converts, who hope they have been brought 
out of nature’s darkness into God’s marvellous light, is, 
EI believe, about one hundred. The work, however, has 
not been confined to the North Parish. About three 
months since, an unusual attention to the concerns of 
eternity began in the South Parish, where there has since 
been a very great display of the loving kindness of our 
God;—about seventy converts have united with the Me- 
thodist, and as many more with other denominations.—<« 
Nor do the two Parishes of Coventry share only in this 
blessed work; but it appears to be spreading into the 
whole region round about us.—‘This is indeed, the 


Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our sight."—2. £. 
Rehg. Int. 


Se 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


We have not received our regular advices from our 

. Missionary correspondent at Sandusky, owing probably 
to the high waters, which have obstructed, or entirely 
stopped some ofthe mails. We have however, received 
verbal intelligence from that station, which states that the 
concern is prosperous.— The infant Church of natives has 
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prown tothe number of one hundred and seventy!— ‘The 
School is said to have srzxty, or more scholars; who are 
rapidly progressing in improvement. ‘Truly, the wilder- 
~ ness is beginning to bloom! ‘The Great Head of the Church 
is carrying on a glorious work among these sons of the 
wilderness, which, we trust wiil ultimate in the conversion 
of the whole nation, and extend its benign inftuences to | 
neighbouring tribes! And fet all the people say, y Amen!! 
22 6 ee ae 
OTAHEITEAN JURISPRUDENCE. 

The following, from the London Missionary Register, i3 an extract 
from a little code of laws recently enacted by the Otaheitean King 
And Chiefs, in concurrence with the people. There can be no doubt, 


that this greatchange in the laws of that government, from barbarous 
and heathen, to civilized and christian, is wholly ascribable to the 
happy influence of the gospel, on the people of the South Sea Islands. 
We believe, with all ourcivil and religious privileges and preten- 
sions, if the following Otaheitean law, concerning raising false reports, 
was enforced among us, it would either Jessen this deadly evil, or 
wonderfully improve our dad roads, or paths, as they are here called. 


Ed. 








Law against rarsing False Reports. 

If a person raises a false report of another, as of murt- 
der or blasphemy, stealing, or of any thing bad, that per- 
son commits a great sin; the punishment of those who do 
this—ehe must make a path four miles long and four yards 
wide—he must clear all the grass, &c. away, and make 
ita good path. Ifa person raises a false report of another, 
but whicli may be less injurious than that of blasphemy, 
&c. he shall make a path of one or two miles in Jength & 
four yards wide. Ifa false report be raised about, some 
very trifling affair, no punishment shall be awarded, 
When the paths are made, the person who is the owner 
of the land where the ways are made shall keep them in 
repair; let them be high in the middle, that the water in 
wet weather may run down on each side. Should the re- 
lations ofa person who is required to make a path, wish to 
assist him, they are at liberty to doso. The Chiefs of the 
land where the man is at work, must provide him food; 
he must not be ill-treated; he must notbe compelled to 
work without ceasing, from morning till night; but when 
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he is tired, let him cease, and begin again next day, and 
when hi has finished what he’ was appointed to do, he has 
fulfilled his punishment.—The Judges shall make known 
i esos raising false eae the punishments they shall 
erro. ae 
abovrepereepeecongotceaneaseaseazassses 


POMBE. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. 
Written in a fiction, 


Adieu tohealth when scorching fe- S Boid Atheist, tell from whence that 


vers burn; wisdom came, 
Short intermigsione mark 9 feroe 4 That texches man the proudest beast 
return; 4 to tame! e 
They urge life’s current through the > What taught him from the flint to 
beating veins, ° extract the spark? ‘ 


And hasten on debility and paing. i: To light his mansion through the 


The heaving lungs, by irritation s midnight dark. 
ra” eae S’ Who faaeht him to prepare his daily 
And a!! the nerves are weaken’d and 2 food? 
diseased: 4, To form the chaldron, and to cleave 
the heated brains, deliriums soon - Q the Wood ? 
excite; ° How does he know to measure land 
Then spectredphantoms dance before ¢ and seas? 
the sight. \ And tell the cardinal points of heaven 
The sparkling eyes that once éex- ° with ease? 
press’d the soul, § Who taught him bow an altitude to 
Now stare with wildness, orinan- 4 take ? 
gersh roll. ‘S And by that means, degrees to calcu: 
A morbid abscess,on the vitals preys, Q late? 
And seps the springs of life from day 4 Who form’d the quadrant telescope 
to day. 4 and spy 
‘The wittiering flesh, ahrinks from the > To explore the distant regions of the 
starting bones, sky, 
Andgeach short Sreath is drawn with 4 And measure that expansive ball of 
heavy groans. S light, 
The Monster death comes hast’ning 9 Whose orient beams dispel the shades 
on apace, of night ! 
With all his freezing terrors in his § Who for machinery did construct 
face! the plan? 


His murdering scythe, long sharpen- e Those great auxiliaries, which no 
ed for the blow; beast can scan! 


“ 
_ Bhat last sad pang that mortals here .5 Who fixed the needle stedfast to the 
can know. pole ? 
Bat why should we from this dread » *Twas man; then man must surely 


i monster start? have a soul ! 3. W. 
Zince mortal man has an h immortal 
nart! 
And that he has, sure none but fools 
deny; 
Who wish to live like brutes, like 
brutes to die. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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